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Tel: 01258 840679

      Mobile 07766040104
www.stjamescottage.co.uk 

stjames.cottagenursery@virgin.net 

16th April 2014
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents,

Welcome back after the Easter break, we hope you have all enjoyed the time off and are ready for a new term.  We have lots of fundraising events and the summer outing to look forward to.

Thank You

It seems a long time ago but thank you to all the children and parents who supported Red Nose Day, by wearing onesies or something red to the cottage, we raised £30.60 from this great event. 

Easter Celebration

The Easter Celebration was a great success and the children were so well behaved they did us all proud.  We raised over £200 for our fundraising account from this event through selling refreshments and holding the raffle. Thank you to Mrs Potter (Eathan’s mum) for bringing the Pink Giraffe Photo Booth, and donating her takings. Special thanks go to the committee and staff for their help. Thank you to everyone who 
kindly donated cakes and raffle prizes.

Staff Updates

Following recent interviews for the After School Club Assistant, the position has been filled and the successful applicate is Lucy Potter who already works at the Cottage. We are still in the process of interviewing for a Holiday Club Assistant and we will inform you of the new staff member once this process has been completed. 

Marie Curie

We were approached by Marie Curie to support their Mini Pots Of care this year. They supplied the pots, sleeves and the Daffodil bulbs which the children lovingly planted and decorated. They ask for any donations you would like to give which will go towards their amazing charity. A suggested donation of £1 would be greatly received. Thank you.
Fundraising

Your children will be coming home with a smartie tube, the idea being that once they have eaten the sweets they then collect change to fill the tube and return to cottage. (Apparently 20pence pieces fit quite nicely but any change gratefully received) These donations will go into our fundraising account for the new jungle mulch area by the pirate ship.

Fee increase

Just a reminder our hourly rate has now increasing to £3.50 from the 1st April 2015. 
Activities / topic’s in nursery 

At Cottage we are always striving to teach and introduce your children to new experiences, this term we are teaching the children about other cultures and countries. The children will be busy making Japanese kites, finding out about Ramadan (Muslim), Rasksha Bandhan (Indian) plus fun in the sun (sun safe), seaside, holiday’s, starting school and lots more.
September School Admissions

After Monday 20th you should know what First School your child has been accepted to attend. If this is not St James’ First School please let us know which school they are attending and their uniform colour so we can include this in our preparation for starting school i.e. dressing up.
Phoenix Cards We be on sale in Cottage please ask to view these, the Cottage receive 10% of all sales.

Fruit basket We still appreciate donations from parents for fruit and vegetables for the children to eat during the day. Any home grown produce or shop bought would be welcomed.

May Fayre, Saturday 16th May
This will be held on Saturday 16th May between 10am and 1 pm and we have been asked by school to organise refreshments again this year.  We need your help to man the stall so please complete the tear off slip below if you can help and hand in at the Cottage as soon as possible.  Thanking you in anticipation of your support.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
May Fayre Helpers – Saturday 16th May

Name ………………………… is able to help at the following times, please tick

	10.30 – 11.00
	
	11.30 – 12.00
	
	12.30 – 1.00
	

	11.00 – 11.30
	
	12.00 – 12.30
	
	Tidying

1.00 onwards
	


Please hand in to Cottage as soon as possible

Holiday Club
The May Half term Holiday Club will be running between Tuesday 26th  to Friday 29th May from 8am to 6pm. If you have not already booked your place please call in at the Cottage as soon as possible.  Activities will be running throughout the week.  

Reminders

· In anticipation of good weather please ensure your children bring in a named sun hats.
· Please apply sun cream on hot days prior to sending your children to Cottage and if you wish it to be re-applied during nursery sessions please make sure it is labelled with your child’s name.
· We also ask parents to provide a change of footwear for indoor and outdoor wear, which are easy to remove. (Please remember no open toed shoes/sandals)
· Drink bottle/cup – if you wish to send in a drink bottle/cup for your child, please ensure it is named.

· Ice packs – please can you put an ice pack in your child’s lunch box during the hot weather as it can get quite warm inside the nursery.

· Early drop off – We offer a choice of 3 morning drop off times to accommodate parent’s needs, please ensure that you do not drop off your child more than 5 minutes before their booked session. This is to ensure fairness to parents who have paid for earlier sessions and to keep our ratio’s correct. If you do drop happen to drop your child off before their booked session and we have enough staff to keep us in ratio’s you will be charged for that session. If we don’t have enough staff then you will be asked to stay with your child until their booked time. Please note it is the time you enter the building not the time you leave after dropping off.

· If you would like to book your child in for any additional sessions this term please speak to Sharren in the office or any member of staff on duty if Sharren is not available.

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 16th May


PFA May Fayre

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Half Term
Tuesday 26th May – Friday 29th May 
May Half Term Holiday Club

Friday 12th June



Sports Day (19th June reserve day) 
Saturday 6th June


Teddy Bears Coffee morning

Thursday 11th June 


Committee Meeting

Wednesday 17th June


Acorn Club (1.30 - 2.30)

Wednesday 24th June


Acorn Club (1.30 - 2.30)

Friday 10th July



Transfer Day (1.30 – 2.30)

Wednesday 15th July


Last day of term Pre-school

Thursday 16th July


Summer Outing (details later)

Friday 17th July



Leavers Party

Monday 20th July – Friday 7th August
Summer Holiday Club

Tuesday 1st September


Holiday Club: St James’ First School Teacher Training Day Wednesday 2nd September



Holiday Club: St James’ First School Teacher Training Day

Thursday 3rd September                         Autumn Term begins for Pre-school children                                                                (Not Reception Children)
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